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SELECTED LEGAL ISSUES CONCERNING THE FLOW OF TAX INFORMATION 
BETWEEN MEMBER STATES OF THE EUROPEAN UNION 
 
One of the most important issues in the European Union has to do with the 
variety of tax systems existing in the member states. This issue is quite complicated, 
and has many sides. But one of its implications is particularly important and 
interesting. It refers to the legal rules regulating the flow of tax information between 
the member states of the EU. This problem is significant for various reasons. First of 
all, it must be emphasized that taxes (consumption tax, personal income tax, 
corporate income tax and others) are the basic sources of income for national 
budgets. Stable tax revenues enable a governmental authority to realize 
miscellaneous tasks without major disturbances. What is more, the member states of 
the EU do not follow a uniform tax policy, and this situation is conducive to tax 
evasion. Naturally, taxpayers who try to evade the payment of taxes act against the 
interests of the state. In this context it is clear why the member states of the EU have 
an interest in obtaining tax information from other countries. 
Issues affecting the flow of tax information between member states of the EU 
are addressed in European Union law and in the national legislatures of the member 
countries. Consequently, there are plenty of problems deserving of analysis. 
Particularly, it is necessary to separate aspects regulated by EU law and those 
regulated by the national legislatures. It is worth mentioning that one country with 
interesting regulations concerning the flow of tax information is Poland. It is worth 
bringing these Polish legal provisions to the public’s attention. A further important 
problem worthy of discussion, concerns countries’ rights and duties connected with 
the flow of tax information. 
